
Heartwoods has built a strong reputation for organising high quality, relevant 

events. Heartwoods events attract a wide audience including, small woodland   

owners, forestry contractors and professionals.   

Harriet Wood, Heartwoods Coordinator, says, “We are fortunate to have a good    

network of woodland owners and forestry professionals in the West Midlands     

region who have given us access to a variety of interesting venues for our events.” 

Lee Paulley of Woodland & Forestry based in Staffordshire has attended a number of Heartwoods events.  He says, 

‘Heartwoods events and training days are an ideal way of updating our skills with a wide range of relevant topics           

delivered by active industry based experienced professionals.’ 

The Heartwoods team are organising a series of three events as part of the new programme. This will include an event 

designed to bring woodland owners, managers and contractors together to move forward the management of woodlands 

that have received Heartwoods support during previous programmes. For more information about Heartwoods events 

speak to  Harriet on 01952 435860. 
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A U T U M N  2 0 1 3  H E A R T W O O D S  N E W S L E T T E R  

We are delighted to announce the award of further DEFRA funding allowing us to 
extend the West Midlands Woodfuel Project. The funding is secure for an initial 
period of three months (Nov – Jan) with the possibility of another extension there-
after, depending on transitional funding arrangements which are currently under 
development. 

Despite the short term nature of the secured funding it is nonetheless a major 
coup for Heartwoods. There are not very many projects anywhere in the UK in  
receipt of extension funding and this is testament to the success and effectiveness 
of the previous programme delivered by the Heartwoods team. We have also 
been singled out for this special treatment because of how well the woodland  
industry in the West Midlands has responded. Woodland owners, managers, 
agents, contractors and wood-fuel supply businesses have made the most of the 
advice, funding and business development opportunities that Heartwoods has 
provided during the past four years. 

Heartwoods project manager, Mike Bentley, added “the open, straightforward 
cooperation between many different businesses, groups and organisations must 
not be overlooked when it comes to evaluating the reason for the overall success 

of the Heartwoods model – I will be seeking to build on this in the 
coming months, particularly in relation to the Marches Woodland 
Enterprise Zone, which represents really exciting growth potential 
for our woodland related businesses and improved levels of wood-
land management resulting from the increase in demand for timber 
products”  

Details of the new three month programme are now being finalised 
and we will notify you of the upcoming courses and events as soon 
as dates are set and final arrangements have been made.  

More details will follow but in the meantime if you would like to talk to a member 
of the Heartwoods team please give us a call on 01952 435860 or send us an 
email—info@heartwoods.org.uk 

Heartwoods Rides Again! 



P A G E  2  

“Woodlands 

have become 

a tax free 
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and get things 

moving” 

H E A R T W O O D S  W I N T E R  2 0 1 3  N E W S L E T T E R  

The new Heartwoods programme will include provision for free on-site 

advice to woodland owners and subsidised visits by our team of  

Woodfuel Champions. Mike Bentley says “I will be writing to our  

Champions over the next few days, setting out the new arrangements 

and I am also keen to hear from other woodland managers with the 

necessary skills who may wish to join the ranks – this is a great way for 

woodland managers to develop new clients and grow their businesses” 

Woodland owners are actively being encouraged to get in touch with the 

Heartwoods team so they can receive some free initial advice and be put in 

touch with practical managers and woodsmen who can help deliver the      

positive financial returns currently being enjoyed by other woodland owners. 

“This element of the Heartwoods programme is key – we must help owners 

unlock the timber in their woodlands, the price of fire wood continues to go 

up and rising demand is likely to increase it even more. Woodlands have     

become a tax free income stream for owners willing to pick up the phone and 

get things moving.” 

 

Woodfuel Champion Support 

Lantra Funded Training Courses 

Small Woods has secured funding through the Rural Development Programme to 
provide subsidised training for those working in forestry or farming in the West 
Midlands region.   
 
Ignite Woodfuel Production—6th Nov 2013 

Marketing for Forestry and Timber Businesses—20th Nov 2013 

Forestry and Climate Change Workshop—26th/27th Nov 2013 

Introduction to Small Woodland Management—30th Nov/1st Dec 2013 

 
For more information see www.smallwoods.org.uk or contact Harriet on         
01952 435860. 

This project is supported by the Rural Development Programme for 

England (RDPE) for which Defra is the Managing Authority, part funded 

(or financed) by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development; 

Europe investing in rural areas. 

Marches Timber Study Work 

P A G E  3  H E A R T W O O D S  

The Marches Timber Study was commissioned by the Forestry Commission to assess the 
timber potential in the Marches region and support future investment into the woodland 
economy in the region.  If you have not already seen the report, it can be downloaded at: 
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/MarchesTimberStudy.pdf/$file/MarchesTimberStudy.pdf 

 

Whilst awaiting news about the future of the West Midlands Woodfuel Project,            
Heartwoods staff have been involved in evaluating the results of the report on the ground.  
Forty-nine woodlands, which are thought to be representative of the region’s potential, 
have been selected to take part in exercise.  John Powell, Heartwoods Project Officer, has 
already contacted some woodland owners and visited some of the woodlands, other    
owners will be  contacted in the coming months.   

Meet the Team 

John Powell— 
Heartwoods Project Officer for Woodland Visits 
in the Marches. 
Email: johnpowell@smallwoods.org.uk 
Mobile: 07536 102779 

Harriet Wood—Heartwoods Coordinator 
Courses, events, & woodland advisory visits in 
Worcestershire. 
Email:  harrietwood@smallwoods.org.uk  
Phone: 01952 435860 

Charlie Horsford— 
Heartwoods Project Officer for Woodland Visits 
in Staffordshire and Warwickshire. 
Email: charliehorsford@smallwoods.org.uk 
Mobile: 07567 192911 

Mike Bentley— Heartwoods Manager 
Email: mikebentley@smallwoods.org.uk 
Phone: 01952 432769 
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